'\ SOUTH-WEST DISTRICT CROSS-COUNTRY RELAY CHAMPIONSHIP
DAM PARK, AYR, 3 NOVEMBER, 1973
‘(REPORT BY DEREK PARKER)

HISTORY WAS made at Dam Park, Ayr, when Paisley
Harriers won the South-West District cross-country
‘relay championship for the first time since the
contest's inception almost half a century ago.

The race itself was one of the most exciting in
recent years, and the lead changed several times as
leach of the 16 teams forward at the start strove
-for positions of vantage at the end of every lap.
The trail, which lay ‘through the wooded policies
and grounds of the park, provided an interesting
challenge for the competitors, and right from the
beginning, it was clear that the pace for the 2%
miles course was going to be fast. Straight out
into the front went Irvine's Brian Morrison, and he
proceeded to open up a big gap between himself and
the other athletes as he sped round the circuit in
a determined fashion. When Morrison clocked in at
the first changeover, his time was a remarkable
12 minutes 28 seconds, and this was to give the
Ayrshire lad the honour of recording the fastest
lap of the day. Nearly half a minute elapsed before
the main body of the contestants came into view,
and the leaders of this group were Jim Golder of
Beith (12.55); former Scottish half mile champion
Dick Hodelet of Glenpark (12.57); Matt Pollard of
‘Wellpark (13.11); Andy Law of IBM (13.14); and
David Harvey of Paisley (13.16).

The race was now on in earnest as the favourites
set about reducing the leeway between themselves
and the Irvine man, who was, at that stage, well
out in front. This they were not long in doing, and
at the end of the second lap it was young Danny
Gormley of Greenock Glenpark who handed over in
first place to John Hoey in the creditable time
of 13 minutes 24 seconds. He was followed home by
Paisley skipper Brian Gardner, whose clocking of
13 minutes 9 seconds had carried his team from
*sixth to second position, while not far behind was
Jim Swindell of Beith.

At that point it seemed that the race for the
honours lay among these three clubs, but Cameron
Spence of IBM had other ideas. Setting himself
manfully to what looked like an impossible task,
the Greenock man threaded his way right through
the field, overhauled everybody, and came storming
in at the finish to give his side a comfortable
tead. What Brian Morrison had done for Irvine,
Spence had done for IBM, and his time of 12
minutes 39 seconds was the third fastest of the
afternoon. Willie Stoddart of Wellpark had also
pPut in a sterling performance, and he handed over
in second place, a short distance ahead of Jim
_Sloss of Beith and Robert Collins of Paisley, to
put yet another Greemock club in contention for the
title.

Everything now hinged on the anchor runners of
each team, and as the leading quartette vanished
out of sight and into the trees, it was anyone's
guess who would be the first to emerge on the path
that brought competitors back to the end of the
trail. There was plenty of excitement out on the
course, however, for the Beith and Paisley
contestants, A.McMaster and Charlie McAliden, had
passed the IBM and Wellpark pair and were battling
it out for the lead. Twice McAlinden went into the
front, only to lose vital ground by overshooting
the turning points and having to return and fight
his way back into the front. At the finish, there
was just two seconds between both athletes, but it
was the Paisley man, who is a former Irish 880
yards champion and an ex-holder of the Scottish
marathon title, who managed to summon the burst
necessary to give his side their historic victory.
Third were Greenock Wellpark, and they were
followed home by IBM and Glenpark; Ayr Seaforth,
who had held the title for the past two seasons,
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| finished a disappointing sixth, though they did
'have a little consolation when their fourth-lap
runner, John Ferguson clocked 12 minutes 38
seconds for his circuit, thus giving him the
second best time of the day.

Results: 1. Paisley Harriers 52.55 (D.Harvey 13.16,
B.Gardner 13.09, R.Collins 13.24, C.McAlinden
13.06); 2. Beith Harriers 52.57 (J.Golder 12.55,
J.Swindell 13.35, J.Sloss, 13.16,A .McMaster 13.11);
3. Wellpark 53.08 (M.Pollard 13.11, G.Gaffney,
13.31, W.Stoddart 12.49, T.Anderson, 13.37); 4.

IBM 53.35; 5. Glenpark 53.47; 6. Ayr Seaforth
54.27.

ALAN SCALLY MEMORIAL RACE
BATLLIESTON, GLASGOW - 27th OCTOBER, 1973

The Annual Alan Scally memorial race - a road relay
of 4 x 5 mile laps was won once again by
Shettleston Harriers who, incidentally, have won
it every year. Possibly the hero of the race was
Lachie Stewart who ran the second leg for
Shettleston and brought his team from 13th place
to first. They had slipped back to 2nd place at
the end of the third leg but there was little
danger as Norman Morrison took over in the last
leg and, running very strongly, brought his team
back into first position.

TEAM RESULT

1. SHETTLESTON HARRIERS 92.34
2. EDINBURGH SOUTHERN HARRIERS 93.20
3. VICTORIA PARK AC. 93.36
4. GLASGOW UNIVERSITY 93.59
5. STRATHCLYDE UNIVERSITY 95.17
6. EDINBURGH AAC 95.35
7. EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY 96.13
FASTEST LAPS

1. ANDY McKEAN, ED. AAC 22.06
2. D. LOGUE, STRATHCLYDE 22.11
3. NORMAN MORRISON, SHETTLESTON H. 22.22
4. LACHIE STEWART, SHETTLESTON H. 22.23

NORTH OF SCOTLAND CROSS-COUNTRY LEAGUE
Ist RACE AT FORRES - 27th OCTOBER, 1973
(Report by Duncan Davidson)

l. I.McKenzie (Forres Harfiers) 27:02; 2. D.McLean
(Forres H) 27:25; 3..D.Parker (RAF Lossiemouth)
28:01; 4. W.Nicholson (RAF Kinloss) 28312; 5.
M.Scott (Forres H) 28:30; 6. B.Rigby (RAF K) 29:05;
7. I.Johnston (RAF K) 29:20; 8. G.Fleming (RAF K)
29:49; 9. A.Pratt (RAF K) 30:09; 10. B.McKenzie
(RAF L) 30:09; 11. D.Davidson (Forres H) 30:37;

12. W.Elliot (Forres H) 30:58; 13. J.Lowrey (RAF L)
31:06; l4. C.Jarvie (Lochaber AC) 31:59; 15. D.Bow
(RAF K) 32:39; 16. T.Hutton (Lochaber AC) 32:54;

5 MILES

17. Lawson (RAF K) 331595 18. R.Tindall (RAF L)
36:16; 19. Irving (RAF L) 37:44. 5 MILES

TEAM RESULT

l. Forres Harriers 385 pts;
2. RAF Kinloss 379;
3. RAF Lossiemouth 360;
4. Lochaber AC 172.

Four runners counted for the team score.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT

WATERPROOF TRACKSUITS WITH HOODS -
IN RED, NAVY, AND DARK GREEN - £4.50p.
WITH DOUBLE CONTRASTING TRIM (IN ANY COLOUR) &£5.

SEPARATE TOPS - £2.50p - WITH TRIM £2.75p.

SEPARATE BOTTOMS - £2 - WITH TRIM £2.25p.

(Please give second choice of colour)

Send Measurements - Chest - Height - Waist - Inside
leg.

To: RAY O'DONOGHUE, 13 PARKDALE
WORCESTER PARK, SURREY, KT4

CRESCENT,
7QF. (01-337-8701)
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